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Dorset Youth Association HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1QL

Telephone: 01305 262440

Email – info@dorsetyouth.com 
Registered Charity Number: 306009 

Dear Colleague
Further to my last letter I am writing to provide an update on the work of DYA.

Christmas Card Competition – we had a good response again this year and as usual the standards were very high – well done to all those who took part making it a difficult decision to find the winners. The competition was judged this morning and the results are as follows:
1st Jack Parman – Loders Young Players

2nd Sarah Bradshaw – Charlton Down Youth Club

3rd Jessica Hart – Loders Young Players

Highly Commended:

Lucy Moorsom – Winterborne Whitechurch Youth Club

Molly Falconer – Winterborne Kingston Youth Club

Zoe Wilkins – Mosterton Youth Club

Prizes will follow very soon!

Talent Competition –  no entries have been received for the Talent Competition 2011 and it has therefore sadly been cancelled.

First Aid – It was not possible to finalise a date with the Volunteer Centre to run a First Aid course together before Christmas.  At present we have volunteers and staff from three groups who are interested and I need to refresh my certificate.  The next course will be held in January and we will stick to the price of £20 per head. I will write again when the date is confirmed.  If you have members that would like to join this training – please contact us and we will add them to the waiting list.
General Support – Please continue to direct all requests for support to me on 01305 262440 or email to davethompson@dorsetyouth.com.  

Over the past month it has become clear that it will not be possible to provide a direct replacement for Terry and that the role will need to be divided and changed.  Recent conversations with club leaders who have asked for advice, has identified the need to provide help and support particularly when clubs may need to close due to lack of volunteers or  perhaps  when behaviour falls short of the high standards we all expect. In addition to this, there is the need to develop a broader range of activities which are available to clubs and groups throughout the year. 
Last week I met with colleagues in the voluntary sector to discuss the possibility of working more closely to attract new volunteer youth / activity workers.  The group had identified a potential source of funding and has agreed to work together to make a joint application. There is a lot of work involved but the bid will be submitted by the deadline late next week.
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One of our Trustees has a passionate interest in the great outdoors, he will be undertaking training before the end of the year to enable him to offer Mountain Walking and associated activities next summer – full programme to follow Spring 2012.
CRB Clearance Scheme – Please continue to contact Lynne Rockey (01305 262440 or lynnerockey@dorsetyouth.com ) for forms, information and updates.
Young Remembers Project – Just a reminder that this exciting new project is now underway and Lorna or Tony may be in touch to provide more information and to encourage you to take part. In the original application we said that we expected to recruit a core group of between 6 and 8 young people to lead the project. The response was far better than we ever hoped and over 20 young people have offered to help.  The project has received national interest and a film crew for a major film company visited Dorset to talk to some of the young people, staff and trustees who were involved in the early stages of the project.  If you would like to learn more about this exciting project and find out how your club can get involved, please contact Lorna direct 01305 757027 or by email lornajohnson@dorsetyouth.com 
Website – The DYA Website www.dorsetyouth.com  contains useful information on a range of issues and topics. Last week additions included information on free courses offered by Dorset County Council with regards to Safeguarding! 
Last but certainly not least! We are in the process of compiling a ‘Book of Remembrance’ for Terry’s wife Maureen. In the book we hope to include your photographs, comments and fond memories.  I have included cards for those of you who would like to add to the book and would also ask you to send any photographs that you have that you would like to be included. It would be very helpful if you would forward anything you would like included in this Book of Remembrance before the Christmas break. 
Your contribution to providing support for young people in Dorset is appreciated and if the Association can be of assistance please feel free to get in touch.
Kind Regards

Dave Thompson

Director
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