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Dorset Youth Association HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1QL

Telephone: 01305 262440

Email – info@dorsetyouth.com
Registered Charity Number: 306009

DYA February 2012 Update
Dear Colleague
I would like to welcome you to the latest DYA update!

Like many charities the Association has had to think long and hard about the future and at the last meeting of the Executive Committee the Trustees agreed cost savings and a new structure to take DYA forward for the coming years. This new structure includes a full time Project Worker to support clubs and groups and the post will be advertised shortly. In addition to other duties the new post holder will be responsible for implementing a pilot CRB Disclosure scheme.  It is our intention to register directly with the CRB Office to enable us to hold forms on site and to complete them with you and to improve average clearance times to less than three weeks. The new appointee would also have the responsibility to recruit (and CRB clear) volunteers who are able to offer emergency cover for clubs and to provide activities to deliver in clubs and to add activities to the DYA programme. This will be an ongoing process and develop throughout the year.
Fame at Last – The Heritage Project, Dorset Young Remembers,  is going from strength to strength and will be featured on the new BBC 2 series Heritage Heroes on Tuesday 21st February at 6.30pm. The programme is presented by John Craven and Jules Hudson who both helped the young people to learn interview techniques to develop the project. Thank you to everyone who has given their time and offered to help with the project.
Affiliation to DYA – Lynne and I have reviewed the information we require for next year and tried to simplify the form.  The information that we have requested is all vital, as it helps us to monitor and maintain quality and also to attract funding to ensure continuation of the services we offer to support clubs and groups in Dorset.  Renewals are now due and an Affiliation Form is enclosed.
Insurance – UK Youth and Clubs for Young People have negotiated a new insurance package which is available to all clubs and groups affiliated to DYA. This is through Giles Insurance, details of which are enclosed for your information.  Due to legislation DYA are not allowed to offer advice on insurance cover and the requirement for affiliation is that Clubs and Groups must be covered for Public Liability. 

Training 
· Congratulations to those who recently completed the First Aid course at DYA. 

· Further Training – If you are interested in any of the following would you kindly contact Lynne or myself - Fire Safety, Food Hygiene  or First Aid, these courses could be arranged fairly quickly to meet demand.

· Safeguarding and Introduction to Youth Work – I have enclosed a flier which contains dates for training which is free of charge to members of DYA
Arts and Crafts – One of our volunteers has a breadth of skills and wealth of experience in designing and delivering craft activities for young people. She is prepared to consider offering her services to help clubs and groups in Dorset. If you are interested again please get in touch. 
VCS 0-19 Conference – Enclosed is an invite to the 4th Annual Dorset VCS 0-19 Conference. Attendance is free of charge, the speakers and workshops should be very informative and this is a really good opportunity to network and to meet the wider staff team of DYA. 
National Citizen Service – DYA are part of a successful regional consortium which is delivering the government’s flagship programme in Dorset this summer. This is an excellent opportunity for young people leaving school (aged 16) to get involved in this self development programme which concludes with young people undertaking voluntary projects in their communities. In total 90 young people from Dorset will be involved in residential work to learn the skills that are required to run a successful community project. If you know anyone who could benefit, please get in touch.
BLF Reaching Communities ‘Fresh Start’ Programme – DYA have attracted funding to provide support for young people who are disadvantaged and to teach them the essential skills that are needed to move into education, employment , training or voluntary work. This programme is scheduled to start in April and 2 full time posts will be advertised on the DYA Website.
Direct Delivery Manager – as part of the new structure DYA are currently in the process of appointing a new manager. Further details of the post are available on the DYA Website.

Dragon Boat Race – DYA have entered the Dragon Boat Race at Sherborne Castle Country Fair for third consecutive year, last year we raised almost £1,500 which was used to support clubs and groups. This is a great opportunity to raise funding for DYA, and your club or group, and as in previous years volunteers are welcome to join the team.  The event will take place on 4th June 2012. The minimum age to join the team is 13. Last year we had three closely fought races and finished mid table. With your help this year we could even make the finals!

It is hoped that the new Project Worker will join DYA during April and I will provide more information in the next update. 

Activities Programme – work is ongoing to develop this programme.

In the meantime continue your good work in support of children and young people, it is appreciated.
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